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CRANK 

(b. 1963
lives and works in Penland, NC)

CRANK, born on November 22, 1963, the day of 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination which coincided with 
the death of American innocence, is an outlier, a 
miscreant, a genderless artist entity that is not 
necessarily human. CRANK absorbs pop culture, 
current events, world history, literature, music, and the 
art market to create works that grab the viewer by the 
collar. CRANK’s mash up of contemporary American 
consumption – cultural icons, corporate logos, and 
sculptural shape – creates narratives that question the 
idea of ownership in a combination of past, present, 
and future. Every element of a CRANK work including 
the title, price, form, and content remains essential to 
the work itself, acting as a cue to the works’ layered 
meaning. CRANK attempts to flip notions of control 
and without a concrete identity, CRANK becomes the 
game itself rather than the player in both the art 
market and society at large. With recent acquisitions 
from well-respected curators and institutions including 
the Heard Museum, CRANK has garnered critical 
praise in a very short time for describing life in the 
twenty-first century.

ON THEIR WORK

These pieces are by the artist entity CRANK who uses 
traditional Native American vessel forms and red 
earthenware clay that are then painted with 
underglazes including 18 karat gold highlights to cre-
ate pop-culture motifs.

“THIS IS AMERICA...DON’T CATCH YOU SLIPPING UP”,
2019, coiled red earthenware – Kid Tested Mother Approved


