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SERGEI ISUPOV
On the Way

Isupov is the son of a painter and sculptor. While born in
Stravapole, Russia in 1963, Isupov was raised in Ukraine
from 1964, educated in Kyiv and moved to attend the
university of art in Tallinn, Estonia in 1984 at a time when
these now separate countries were part of the USSR. Isupov’s
family, his father, mother and brother, all established artists,
currently reside in Kyiv, Ukraine. With the backdrop of

the current war there and threats of Russian aggression in
Estonia, Isupov’s studio work took on an urgency to counter
the overwhelming anxiety and concern for his family facing
down threats to their safety and the loss of their formerly
peaceful lives. Now, with his wife, artist Kadri Parnaments
and their daughter Roosi, they divide their time between two
studios/homes in the USA and Estonia.

On the Way is one of a pair of related, multi-figured, life-
sized sculptures produced over several months in 2019-
2020. These works strangely, foreshadow the present
situation in Ukraine. “Most of my work depicts human
relationships through contrasts and comparisons which
makes it easy for anyone to find messages or meanings that
may or may not be my original intention. Upon reflection, it
is easy to connect the expressions, gestures and movements
to current events but in reality, all my work comes out of my
life experience - growing up during USSR, experiencing

its breakup and the establishment of fifteen independent
countries - followed by coming to America as a young artist

in the 90's.”

Isupov is a master of nonlinear narration. Combined with
his unmatched, masterful skills as both painter and sculptor,
the resulting works draw from the past and reflect on the
present. Semi-autobiographical, Isupov’s intimate narratives
inferweave poignant representations of men and women,
parents and children, shown alongside one another, their
pets pointing to the naive sense of security we hold in

our daily lives. These works explore individual, interior
landscapes and the continually expanding dualities of the
self within complex psychological relationships. Intensely
personal yet universal, these works in the context of the
present day, remind and call upon us to value, protect and
preserve the precarious balance we all stand to lose at any
present moment.
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