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KUKULI VELARDE
Statements

ON HER WORK

I am a Peruvian-American artist. My work, 
which revolves around the consequences of 
colonization in Latin American contemporary 
culture, is a visual investigation about aesthet-
ics, cultural survival, and inheritance. I focus on 
Latin American history, particularly that of Perú, 
because it is the reality with which I am famil-
iar. I do so, convinced that its complexity has 
universal characteristics and any conclusion 
can be understood beyond the frame of its 
uniqueness.

ON SPEAK SPANISH, YO HABLO INGLÉS 

Speak Spanish, Yo Hablo Inglés is an oil paint-
ing on aluminum panels mounted together, 
with one on top: a cutout of a human figure. 
The background is an American flag. Its white 
strips are inspired in the wampum belts from 
the Lenape nation (Delaware) believed to be 
the original belts presented by the Lenape to 
William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania. The 
red strips are decorated with Fire Pink flowers 
(Silene Virginia), a native wildflower that most-
ly grows in forests throughout eastern United 
States, mostly from Western Pennsylvania 
southwest to Arkansas. Over the flag there is 
a carved barbed wire. The main character 
portrays a double paradigma, a superhero as 
the makes of Superman or similar, and a Cath-
olic Martyr. Both fictional beings embodied by 
an immigrant with years in the States, already 
part of two worlds, who witnesses with her 
eight eyes the struggle of all immigrants who 
search for the promised land in America. The 
superhero/Catholic Martyr is speaking Spanish 
and English, seemingly her only power, and is 
commenting, questioning, judging the present 
situation of America closing its borders to ref-
ugees, while emphasizing her right to be bilin-
gual without fear…

Speak Spanish, Yo Hablo Inglés, 2021,  
painting, 96”h


